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Date: March 23, 2025 

 

Grace Manahan 

Code Compliance Planner 

City of Mercer Island 

Email: grace.manahan@mercerisland.gov 

Tel: 206-275-7764 

Subject: Comments on Project #CD024-036 – 8636 N Mercer Way, Mercer Island 

Dear Ms. Manahan, 

I’m writing in response to the Public Notice of Application I received by mail regarding Project 

#CD024-036 for the property located at 8636 N Mercer Way. I am the immediate neighbor and 

owner of the property at 8630 N Mercer Way. 

The permit application involves demolishing and rebuilding a non-permitted retaining wall and 

relocating a non-permitted timber-frame pergola to comply with front yard setback requirements. 

I would like to submit the following comments and concerns regarding the proposed project: 

For your easy reference, I add below a screenshot of the submitted plan. Please see notes in red 

and markups in yellow and green. 
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1. Pergola Relocation Unclear 

From the above snapshot, the submitted plans appear to show both a greenhouse and a gazebo 

intruding into the required 20-foot front yard setback. I assume the “pergola” mentioned in the 

permit refers collectively to these two structures. 

The permit documents (file “Project Narrative”) state that the existing, non-permitted pergola 

(i.e., greenhouse and gazebo)—constructed over one year ago—will be relocated to comply with 

front yard setback regulations. However, the proposed new location of these structures is not 

shown in the current plans. 

It is essential that the revised plans clearly indicate the new, code-compliant location of the 

pergola/greenhouse/gazebo. I request that the permit application be amended to include this 

information. Furthermore, if a new location is proposed, I request that the City initiate another 

public review process so that neighbors will be able to evaluate and comment on the revised 

placement. 

2. Utility Easement Concerns 

The retaining wall (and ,maybe pergola) appear to be located above a utility easement that serves 

both 8636 and my property at 8630 N Mercer Way. Based on recorded easement documents 

(#20111110001264 and #20170329001022) and a private utility locator service I hired in 2022, 

water lines—and likely electrical and internet lines—run through this area. 

These utilities were originally installed beneath an old driveway (blue lines in the above 

snapshot), which was relocated around 2011–2012 when the home at 8636 was rebuilt. However, 

the utilities themselves were not moved by the Owner 8636 and remain in their original location 

under the old driveway. 

While easement document #20111110001264 states that the new driveway location also has 

utility easement, the utility locator report clearly shows that the active water lines continue to run 

through the original easement area beneath the old driveway. It is therefore evident that, although 

the driveway was moved, the utilities were not, and they remain beneath the structures now 

proposed for permitting. 

3. Structures Over Easements 

Permanent structures such as retaining walls or pergolas should not be built over utility 

easements, as they will obstruct access needed for maintenance or emergency repairs. Standard 

easement agreements typically prohibit construction of permanent structures in these zones. 

Allowing these structures to be rebuilt or remain in this area could present significant long-term 

risks related to accessibility, liability, and maintenance. 

 

  



 

4. Request for Review and Resolution 

Based on the above concerns, I respectfully request the following: 

• That the revised plans clearly show the new, code-compliant location of the greenhouse 

and gazebo structures; 

• That no structures be allowed over the utility easement area, which I understand is 

represented by green lines in the above snapshot. 

Please note that I am not opposed to the homeowner making improvements at 8636 as long as 

they comply with code and do not interfere with utility access or violate easement conditions.  

5. References and Attachments: 

• Recorded Document #20111110001264 

• Recorded Document #20170329001022 

• Copy of subject Project Submitted Plan 

• Copy of subject Project Submitted Project Narrative 

 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. I look forward to your response and any next steps 

regarding public review or plan amendments. 

Sincerely, 

 

Melina Lin 

Owner, 8630 N Mercer Way 

Email: melinalin48@gmail.com 

Tel: 206-355-9468 
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